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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, centre number 

and candidate number.
• There are three sections in this question paper. Answer all the questions 

in each section.
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 80.
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Try to answer every question.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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SECTION A

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Explore key teachings about the three marks of existence.
(8)

(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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2 Assess the centrality of Buddha Gautama within Mahayana Buddhism.
(12)
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

“I’m not crying, lord, because of what the Blessed One said to me, but simply because 
I have been deceived, cheated, & fooled for a long time by that ancient teaching 
lineage of warriors who said: ‘When a warrior strives & exerts himself in battle, if 
others then strike him down & slay him while he is striving & exerting himself in 
battle, then with the breakup of the body, after death, he is reborn in the company of 
devas slain in battle.’

“Magnificent, lord! Magnificent! Just as if he were to place upright what was 
overturned, to reveal what was hidden, to show the way to one who was lost, or to 
carry a lamp into the dark so that those with eyes could see forms, in the same way 
has the Blessed One — through many lines of reasoning — made the Dhamma clear. 
I go to the Blessed One for refuge, to the Dhamma, and to the Community of monks. 
May the Blessed One remember me as a lay follower who has gone to him for refuge, 
from this day forward, for life.”

(Source: Extract from ‘Yodhjiva Sutta: To Yodhajiva (The Warrior),
Thanissaro Bhikkhu, 1998, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist ideas about the three refuges in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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(b) Analyse the importance of the three refuges in the daily life of a Buddhist.
(20)
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(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 30 MARKS
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SECTION C

Write your answer in the space provided.

4 Evaluate Buddhist responses to science.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Buddhism 
have been influenced by one of the following:

• Philosophy of Religion
• Religion and Ethics
• New Testament Studies.

(30)
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(Total for Question 4 = 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 30 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 80 MARKS
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